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and navigation. They are to proceed in the study of
nature as far as anatomy, and they are to acquire the
principles of medicine that they may know the tempers,
the humours, the seasons, and how to manage a crudity.
No advocate of scientific education could have sketched
out a more comprehensive plan of study in these de-
partments.
Then follows jt suggestion which has often been
made by educational theorists, but not often tried. There
are some minds which are inaccessible to purely abstract
knowledge; learning takes no hold on them unless it is
connected with doing, and it has occurred to many that,
if to the whole curriculum of science there could be
added a curriculum of practice, few pupils would be
found incapable of receiving intellectual education. We
find this feature in the Paedagogic Province of Goethe's
' Wilhelm Meister,' and the few occasions on which it has
been tried give encouragement for its further use. Milton
accepts it without reserve. 'To set forward all these
proceedings in nature and mathematics, what hinders but
they may procure, as oft as shall be needful, the helpful
experiences of hunters, feeders, fishermen, shepherds,
gardeners, apothecaries, and, in the other sciences, archi-
tects, engineers, anatomists, who, doubtless, would be
ready, some for reward and some to favour such a hope-
ful seminary. And this will give them such a real tincture
of natural knowledge as they will never forget, but daily
augment with delight'
These rudimentary studies, classical, mathematical,
and practical, may be supposed to have occupied them
to the age of sixteen, when they are for the first time to be
introduced to graver and harder topics. * As they begin to
acquire character, and to reason on the difference between
good and evil, there will be required a constant and

